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had suffered only through his own misconduct, and they refused payment. The Committee* had also in charge the claims of Major James, whose property had suffered on the same occasion, and reported in favor of granting compensation to him. This invidious distinction could not be gratifying to the already incensed Lieut. Governor, and he loudly, and with reason, complained of the injustice.
The discomfiture of the Ministry could not fail to be galling to the officers of the crown: and though' the Governor, and the more discreet, dissembled .their: disgust, yet there were not wanting many who took little pains to conceal their dissatisfaction. The soldiers, probably aware of the secret feelings of their officers, were not backward in exhibiting, on all occasions, their hostility to the populace, and to display the usual insolence of the military character. Chafed by the unrestrained joy of the colonists, and perhaps provoked by some exuberant display of the triumph they had achieved, some soldiers of the 28th regiment, quartered in the barracks, on the 10th of August, cut down the flag staff,f the raising of which had been effected with so much harmony, and under such auspicious circumstances. The evening of the next day, the people peaceably assembled to reinstate their standard. Li this they were interrupted by the soldiers and brutally insulted: the infuriated vassals of the crown assailing them with drawn bayonets; and as the unarmed people were retreating, several of the most respectable of the citizens were wounded by the weapons of the assailants.J
Among these were Isaac Sears, a member of the Committee,, and John Berrien, a prominet Son of Liberty. Complaint was made of this outrage; and the depositions of Theophilus Hardenbrook and Peter Vandervoort, were taken before the Mayor, charging the soldiers with having, without provocation, commenced the assault.
* Journals of the Assembly,    t Holt, 1232.   J Id. 1233.